
 Our project consisted in developing ideas and 
resources through an interdisciplinary approach, 
using art education to connect disciplines across the 
curriculum for the development of meaningful 
student learning. 

 I found a number of benefits for students thanks 
to the interdisciplinary approach of this project 
including: 
 cooperation and problem solving
 greater motivation and academic achievement
 joy for learning 
 opportunities for more meaningful relationships 

between students

 I also found out that integrated studies provide 
a sensible way to learn about a world that is 
constantly exchanging information. 
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A
rt: Learn about different artists 
and their productions, their 
history and social context when 

their portraits were painted. Know 
about self-portrait and photography 
as a way of expressing art. Experiment 
with different material (pencils, 
markers, crayons, paint, 
ink, paper, cardboard, clay, 
etc) to make our own self-portraits 

During this project students were able to: 

S
ocial studies: interpretation of 
past events through the analysis 
of important people 's portraits as 

Manuel Belgrano and José de San 
Martín. Know about the past through 
famous portraits by analysing clothes, 
background and art movement 
according to the historical context. 

P
ersonal and Social development 
(Social skills and Moral Values): 
Gain Self-esteem through 

accepting our own individuality and 
strengths. Respecting diversity, 
enhancing our differences,
 specially when working with physical 
appearances to draw ourselves, to 
outstand, that each of us is special 
and unique and must be proud of their 
own abilities and characteristics. Being 
aware of our own learning process by 
accepting our possibilities, being 
aware of the things I need to improve 
and being able to highlight 
achievements. 
Learning how to recognise
 feelings on other people's
 face and expressing our 
own emotions through 
portraits and photographs.

S
cience: learning about how to 
take care of our body, especially 
our eyes and mouth. Learning 

through Archimboldo's portraits about 
food, understanding the difference 
between fruits and vegetables and 
being aware of the
 importance of eating 
healthy food. 
Expermienting with our five
senses.

I
T: Learning and using digital 

devices such as ipads, computer, 
digital cameras as resources for 

our activities. Looking for information 
through internet. Learning 
how communication works 
by sending emails and
 files through usb, cds,
pendrive, etc. 

M
usic: enjoy singing songs 
about our body and face. 
Using parts of the body to 

make sounds, exploring sounds that 
can be made with our mouth. 

L
anguage: learning and applying 
vocabulary according to the 
topic worked on. Using the 

language fluently during oral activities. 

M
aths: learn about symmetry. 
Measuring and comparing 
sizes. Counting and 

recognizing numbers 
through our world 
cup sticker album. 

B
ody schema: learn the parts of 
our body, paying special 
attention to our face, learning 

how our eyes look and learning how 
each part of our face is designed to 
help our senses get to know the world 
that surrounds us. Experimenting with 
our five senses.

L
iterature: Making character 
portraits enhancing their literary 
characteristics.  Learning how to 

use books as resources to find 
information. Finding art productions in 

Learn contents 

from different 
curricular areas. 

P
hysical Education (Fine motor 
skills): learn how to hold and use 
tools (such as the pencil) 

correctly. Improve their drawing skills 
exercising the correct tracing of lines 
and shapes. 
Exercise fine motor skills such 
as tearing, cutting, pinpointing, 
making small balls of paper and using 
glue correctly.



esign their own photography play project... deciding how they would do 

Dit, what resources and materials they would need,  with whom they 
would share it and what they needed in order to be able to comply with 

their own expectations. My role as a teacher was to guide them in their process 
of achieving their goals, being a facilitator and a mediator between different 
opinions in the group, organising ideas, respecting individualities and registering 
what they said for future analysis. I was also providing what they asked for, that 
could be found at school and motivating them to find a solution to what we 
needed and did not have, by encouraging them to create their own resources.  
Students became aware of what they needed for their project and involved 
their family to contribute with their play project as well. Parents soon sent digital 
cameras, polaroid cameras, negatives, old pictures, pictures taken by children 
during the Spring Break and balloons and costumes for our photo session 
requested by their sons and daughters showing their commitment and 
enthusiasm towards the project. 

earn by playing.... They had fun role-playing to be 

Lphotographers and models with the freedom of deciding 
which role they would like to play and interacting with others in 

a space especially prepared to enrich dramatization.

earn by exploring... In order to be able to make a self portrait they first had to 

Lexplore their own body and know themselves. We used mirrors to analyze 
the parts of our faces, we recognized our face with our eyes closed paying 

special attention to textures and dimensions, we looked at a friend´s face in 
detail and draw what we saw, we explored our face expressions according to 
the different emotions we can feel and played guessing games. Exploration was 
also involved when we tried different art material discovering what possibilities 
each of them gave us when drawing our self-portraits. 

earn by exchanging ideas... The play project was an opportunity for students to express what they 

Lthought. Not only they had the possibility to decide what they wanted to do  and organise the steps that 
had to be taken but they were also encouraged to build their own knowledge by exploring, 

investigating, experimenting and observating. 



 It is important to say that an interdisciplinary approach should comply with some 
fundamental  aspects which were taken into account for the design of the project: choose 
topics that can be integrated and never force integration, integrate disciplines 
productively, sequence learning, assess students´ interdisciplinary work for further annalisis 
and evaluation and work cooperatively and collaborating with teachers from other 
disciplines finding time to connect and design real-world and meaningful and purposeful 
projects that are not limited to one subject area. 

 In kindergarten, where this project was designed to be carried out, I found the 
freedom for choosing contents that could be linked, the flexibility of our timetable to 
integrate curricular areas, and a collaborative atmosphere amongst teachers, together 
with the curiosity and creativity of our young learners, helped me enjoy since the beggining 
the development of the project throughout the year. 

 As a final conclusion I would say that this project was meaningful for the children 
basically because students were engaged in their learning becoming independent 
learners as it was designed to follow their own interests. Ethusiasm and motivation were 
constantly observed in their active participation.  And what was best, was that they enjoyed 
the process of developing the project together with others. 

Final Conclusion: 

earn by experimenting... Photography allowed us to experiment with light 

Land with technology. Young students were aware of digital photography 
and knew digital devices such as iphones and ipads to take pictures. The 

challenge was presented when I asked them how they thought pictures got out 
of the devices so as to print them on paper. Many hypothesis were developed 
and it was time to try them out. Finally we learnt what a USB device and a 
pendrive are, how a printer works and we also learnt how to send an email with 
self-pictures of ourselves. We also learnt how traditional photography works and 
had real life material such as negatives, old cameras, films and the videos which 
showed the step by step process in order to understand the way the 
photographs got to our hands. We took self-pictures of ourselves and exposed 
them on a photo gallery. 
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